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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED AXEN VISIT TO US 
REF: BERLIN 6598 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH A MEMBER OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE OF GDR VOLKSKAMMER (PEOPLE’S CHAMBER) OCTOBER 
23, EMBOFF RAISED POSSIBLE VISIT TO US BY GDR POLITBURO 
MEMBER HERMAN AXEN, WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF THIS COMMITTEE, 
AND NOTED THAT AXEN REPORTEDLY PLANNED TO VISIT THE US 
AS A "PARLIAMENTARIAN.” COMMITTEE MEMBER RESPONDED THAT 
AXEN PREFERRED TO VISIT US IN HIS CAPACITY AS HEAD OF 
VOLKSKAMMER FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE RATHER THAN IN A 
STRICTLY PARTY ROLE SO AS TO ASSURE MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY 
IN APPOINTMENTS. IF AXEN TRAVELED AS POLITBURO MEMBER 
SOURCE CONTINUED. HE WOULD HAVE TO TIE THE TRIP TO 
MEETINGS WITH US COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS FOR PROTOCOL 
REASONS. SOURCE IMPLIED THAT AXEN WISHED TO AVOID 
"MISUNDERSTANDINGS" SUCH AS THOSE THAT AROSE LAST MAY 
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TO US COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS. 

2. COMMITTE MEMBER SAID AXEN WOULD PROBABLY SEEK A 
WIDE RANGE OF APPOINTMENTS IN WASHINGTON, INCLUDING 
IN THE CONGRESS. HE NOTED THAT AXEN HAS TRAVELED 
TO OTHER WESTERN STATES IN A "PARLIAMENTARIAN" ROLE 
AND HAS NORMALLY MET WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER IN EACH 
COUNTRY. HE CONCLUDED BY REFERRING TO AXEN AS A "FLEXIBLE" 

MAN MORE CONCERNED WITH CONCRETE RESULTS THAN WITH 
PROTOCOL, AND STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF DIRECT, HIGH-LEVEL 
US/GDR CONTACTS TO PREVENT "MISUNDERSTANDINGS" AS 
RELATIONS EVOLVE.COOPER 
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